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Ethnoity  Lumnen /15

I, like so many others, have been the object of
the irrational hatred and suspicion of prejudice, which
many people in this country use as a substitute for thinking.
Over the past twenty years, I cap recall at least seven
attackspon-mes While not everyoné ended in physical
violence, all were nonetheless attacks on my right to
live in peace with dignity.

Seven episodes of skin-color hatred may not seem
many to some, but to me just one was more than I ever
care to experience again. Besides the humiliation and
fear, each attack sorely tested my pride in not classifying
people by physical characteristics.

EFach attack also demonstrated the lack of progress
during the past two decades. In contrast to my recollection
of twenty years ago, when I helped collect used clothing
for the Black Panther Party, it appears relations between
people of different complexions have actually worsen.

None of the attacks were provoked by me. I have
diligently tried to avoid areas in New York and the rest
of the country where my color clashed with the predominant
hue. Such is not only an absurd but impractical way
to live. Nevertheless by taking such precautions, I
have probably avoided additional problems. Ironically,
the attacks which did occur took place in areas many
would consider safe.

Still I am luckier than others who have faced the
madness of seme~ A right cross to the jaw, knocking
me to the pavement in front of a state capitol, does
not compare to the brutality of many incidents reported
or unreported by the media and exploited or unexploited
by various individuals.

Each of the assaults on me occurred when I was
minding my own business without making challenging remarks
or gestures. Civilized behavior, however, cannot deter
the bigot when he is on a mission of retribution for
his people. A group made up of the same species as me,
but identified solely by a different physical characteristicg,
Through some twisted alchemy of the mind, “suchzgroup legip,
allegiance makes irrationality reasonable.to—the-bigot.s o5 V2
———AL initially tried to ignore my assailants by looking
the other way or making a detour, but if?ﬁ?d_n@Jgood.

My assailants wanted a victory %gﬁvioleﬁce or intimidation,
A

¢

perhaps to enforce the illusion eir skin color assured
their self-worth. Reason did not assuage them, but only
an apparent willingness to resort to violence. Most
probably people who rely on & physical characteristics
rather than character for strength are cowards.
Besides the immediate personal danger and harm
caused by confrontations motivated by prejudice, an atmosphere
of fear lingers which lessens the quality of life for
all of us. For example, I am effectively barred from
stores in certain parts of town, from frequenting various
clubs and from dating some women without putting up with
certain individuals instigating violence, throwing objects
or making insulting remarks or disapproving gestures.
All because my skin reflects more of the visible electromagnetic
spectrum than theirs.
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Counselor At Law
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Fax Number: (212) 982-5943

I graduated high school in the mid-sixties only to face the prospect
of Viet Nam or college. I could not take time off to hitchhike
around the country like Ross Perot or to learn in the real world.
History and gender limited my choices to the battlefield or
academia. I chose academia.

I had come of age when large American corporations set out to
increase their profits by expanding overseas to places like Viet

Nam, Laos and Cambodia. I had also been born a male unlucky on two 5w“i‘
accountsW_put not as unlucky as many of my male contemporaries who y'" W'\

could only choose the battlefield.

i

For five years the draft shadowed my life ready to pounce when my

2-S deferment ended. Once it did end, but the draft could not find “hY

me, and luckily I got the lifesaving 2-S back. Other male
contemporaries who lost their 2-S deferment did not qetfithangJ

o~ a tEQ .
Today’s activists can not imagine the grinding terror of having the
most powerful nation in the history of the world twisting their
fates toward death, physical or psychological mutilation, the

despair of a trapped animal or a continuing life of regrets for
opportunities never permitted.

In the late 1960’s and early 1970’s most young men lived with such
terror everyday, women did not. Some men luckily escaped the
terror, although not its lasting impact, with a friendly doctor, a
bullet through the foot, a lie about sexual preference, a lucky
birthdate or other means. Others did not escape; they died,
suffered wounds to body and mind or lived in continuing grief often

alleviated by drugs, alcohol or suicide. None of the "lucky" or
unlucky persons were women.

Those that escaped and struggled back to a semblance of normality
went looking for jobs. _But many opportunities did not wait for us

to win back our, freedom. The opportunities blessed those who did
not have to wa%@ -—- women.
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The female movement of the sixties and seventies coldly exploited
the wars damnation of young men. Maimed bodies, destroyed lives,

deaths and the despair of a deadly dilemma -- flight, flee or 2-S --
gave women a leg up in the climb for success and self-fulfillment. 4

/J;V w‘ur,ru J( u/fxa,\ G ( 1:4 Ganed Caré Lag 44t~ ) ] M CE i
The characteristic of gender, a simple accident of nature, 1eft a

generation of men with a/purden exploited and rubbed raw by the so-
called compassionate sex!” Women saw their opportunity and they took
it in the truly American way of all special interests groups:

ignore reality, exaggerate victimization, demand justice but work
for preferential treatment.

The cost to my male contemporaries and me: vocations stillborn,
futures sacrificed to the less qualified, self worth under

constant assault and second class citizenship because the powers of
our society ;ié;eve that to achieve true equality requlres our

inequality. may balance out in the future, but by theﬁ)wg%w1ll
be dead. L Hor 10 (s bie o

Now, ironically, one of my male contemporaries, who adeptly skirted
the travails of the sixties by playing both sides against the
middle, has lucked into the White House. There the special interest
of large corporations and wealth that profited so handsomely from
the war will continuiﬂgto have their say but so will the feminist
special 1nterest grodps. They will continue to press their
orwellian' met§6>that all are created equal but women are more equal
than others. They will continue their efforts to conform men’s
thoughts, speech and actions to their own sensitivities. They will
institutionalize the reversal of due process for sexual harassment

accusations that once demanded a presumption of innocence until
proveniﬁgilty.

With the power of the White House behind them, the feminists will
wheel great influence and make a mockery of the word equality.
Perhaps now is the time to follow the advise of some lesser

intelligent people during the Viet Nam Era: "if you don’t love it,
leave it."
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